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___________________________________________________ 

 

ANNUAL REPORT  
OCTOBER 2014 - SEPTEMBER 2016 
____________________________________________________ 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

We are making progress!  This Annual Report covers two years, from Fall 2014 to Fall 
2016, while our last Annual Report, issued in October 2014, covered five years.  We are 
making real progress also in serving our community, as you will see when you read this 
report. 

Burning Tree Village (BTV) became operational in 2008.  It was the first Village to be 
incorporated in Montgomery County, and it was the model for other neighborhood 
villages in the area, as mentioned in “VILLAGE BLUEPRINT,” published in 2011 by Leslie 
Marks in collaboration with the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Regional Services Center.  In the 
past eight years, ten or eleven Board members usually supported the work of our Village 
and coordinated the services of our volunteers. BTV experienced a bit of a down period 
last November when six of our ten long-standing Board members retired from the 
Board, but by Spring 2016, the composition of the Board had been revitalized.  Our 
meetings are open and we welcome volunteers interested in potentially joining the 
Board of Directors or our Program Committee. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Getting involved with Burning Tree Village has been a wonderful opportunity to meet 
my neighbors and to share in developing our mission to help neighbors, especially as 
they age in place. 

Having retired from AARP, I was very familiar with research showing that seniors 
overwhelmingly wished to stay in their homes and communities as long as possible. 
Building a cohesive intergenerational neighborhood where families know and support 
one another is key. Many of our neighbors are busy with careers and raising families. 
Others are retired or at home. We are a diverse neighborhood, a rich tapestry, 
representing many nations and cultures. I urge you to get to know your neighbors. You 
may find some fascinating people and possibly life-long friendships. 

Unlike many other Villages, ours is a completely volunteer model. There are no 
membership fees. As more neighbors contribute their time, resources, and funding to 
make this a caring, supportive and cohesive community, Burning Tree Village will 
continue to thrive. We would welcome your involvement. Email us at 
board@BurningTreeVillage.org or phone 240-389-3829. 

Thank you for your continued support of Burning Tree Village. Nearly 200 families have 
contributed so far. As a 501c3 charitable organization, contributions are tax deductible 
to the full extent allowed by law. See our website for more information: 
www.burningtreevillage.org. 

 

Warm regards, 

Nancy H. Aronson 
President, Burning Tree Village 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President:  Nancy Aronson - Since 2008 
Vice President: Rhoda Barish - Since 2016 
Treasurer:  Amy Rider - Since 2007 
Secretary:  Jane Meleney Coe - Since 2007 
Director:  Joanne Brainard - Since 2016 
Director:  Odile Jennings - Since 2007 
Director:  Marli Pasternak - Since 2016 
Director:  Wendy Williams - Since 2007  
 
 

 
L-R Top:  Nancy Aronson, Joanne Brainard, Jane Meleney Coe, Rhoda Barish 

            Seated:   Marli Pasternak, Wendy Williams, Odile Jennings 
                          Separately pictured:  Treasurer Amy Rider – see p. 15 
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PREVIOUS BOARD MEMBERS 

 
Tom Dahl     2011-2015 
Barbara Filner    2007 (died 2009) 
Anne Golightly    2009-2016 
Katy Greenberg    2014-2016 
Naomi Greenwood    2011-2015 
Beth Isen     2010-2011 
Leslie Kessler     2007-2015 
Iris Kesterman    2013-2014 
Harry Rosenberg    2007-2010 
Lisa Sams     2013-2015 
Virginia Strasser    2013-2016 
Allan Williams    2007-2010 

We are grateful for the services of our previous Board members, and particularly want 
to express our appreciation to Harry Rosenberg, Leslie Kessler and Anne Golightly, who 
led our Board for quite a few years. 

 

OUR MISSION 

Burning Tree Village is a charitable organization created primarily to provide support for 
our older neighbors who want to remain in their homes as long as possible.  Our Motto 
is “Neighbors Helping Neighbors as They Age.”  We do this through volunteer activities, 
educational and social programs, and partnerships with other individuals and 
organizations that complement our volunteer activities.  By engaging all residents in 
these activities, BTV enhances the quality of life of the entire community. 

The Village has evolved to support also those who may be in a temporarily precarious 
position due to illness or accident. 
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OUR BOUNDARIES 

Burning Tree Village now includes the close to 700 homes situated in the area delimited 
by River Road, Wilson Lane, Springer Road, Thoreau Drive up to Woodhaven Boulevard, 
the six houses on Woodhaven up to Melody Lane, Melody Lane, Burning Tree Road up 
to the bridge, Beech Tree Road up to River Road, and all their offshoots.  The 
neighborhoods are sometimes known as Burning Tree Valley, Cohasset, Maryknoll and 
Frenchman’s Creek. 

The streets included, in addition to the ones listed above, are Algonquin Avenue, Amy 
Lane, Arnet Lane, Cayuga Avenue, Deep Creek Court, Fulbright Court, Honesty Drive and 
Honesty Way, Kenfield Court, Loring Court and Loring Drive, Maryknoll Avenue, 
Massena Road, Meadowlark Lane, Melody Court, Paloma Court, Pawtucket Road, 
Richard Drive, Sebago Road, Summer Mill Court, Wahly Drive, and Winterberry Court, 
Lane and Place. 

 

© 2016 Microsoft (names of Burning Tree Rd and Thoreau Dr added) 
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SERVICES 

OUR VOLUNTEERS:  They total 107 at the moment.  Some are more active than others, 
but they all feel the spirit of helping their neighbors, and all have been touched by the 
village idea of participating in the community in which we live.  Some volunteers are 
helping by distributing our materials on their streets. Others offer their homes to host 
our social events or seminars. Volunteers may serve on our Board and committees, 
drive our neighbors to medical appointments or to the grocery stores, visit the elderly, 
sick or shut-ins or check on them by telephone or e-mail, and may provide assistance 
with computers, paperwork or medical claims.  They might help with light household 
chores, such as replacing lightbulbs, and some have even been known to shovel the 
snow and ice off the sidewalk of elderly neighbors! 
 

NEIGHBOR NET:  Neighbor Net is a group of neighbors who are being especially mindful 
of a nearby older person or neighbor recovering from an injury, surgery or desiring 
other types of informal assistance.  The intent is to be a friendly visitor or caller rather 
than providing regular services, and to check on neighbors when there are storms, 
power outages, or other urgent situations.  The program began in late 2012 with four 
pilot neighbor nets which have evolved a lot since then as circumstances have changed. 
In one, the person of primary focus sadly died; in two others, the transition to Assisted 
Living was facilitated; and in the fourth, we continue to visit a person who has full-time 
in-home care. 
 
Over the years, we have learned to tap into existing more informal arrangements and 
letting people know who may be willing and able to be supportive.  As of September 
2016, we believe there are about 70 to 80 households with residents over 80 years of 
age in our Village.  Many seem to be doing just fine on their own.  There are currently 15 
families we are being especially mindful of.  We want to be sure everyone in the 
neighborhood is aware of the possibility of participating in Neighbor Net, either on the 
receiving or on the giving end. 
 
To learn more, please get in touch with the Neighbor Net coordinator, Jane Meleney 
Coe, at 301-320-5083 or at board@burningtreevillage.org. 
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COMMUNICATION SERVICES 

 
The Newsletter:  The electronic newsletter, the “Burning Tree Village Services 
Exchange,” was originally sent electronically by Harry Rosenberg and was taken up again 
by Jane Meleney Coe when Harry moved away.  It is sent every Wednesday to all 
residents who wish to receive it by email.  For the residents without computers who 
desire it, a summary of the newsletter is printed and distributed by hand once a month.  
The newsletter lists, among other items, the young people in the neighborhood who 
offer baby-sitting, pet care or plant care services, or, depending on the season, leaf-
raking and snow shoveling.  It also prints periodic reminders that Burning Tree Village 
stands ready to help those who might need assistance.  The BTV Services Exchange also 
announces the coming happenings in the area, and it is a way for neighbors to advertise 
their yard sales, to request items or information they need, and to recommend services 
they have used and liked.  It is a very valuable tool for the neighborhood. 
 
 
The Neighborhood Directory:  Every few years, Jane Meleney Coe prepares a new 
Directory of the residents of the Village.  We all find it very useful to be able to look up 
the telephone number of any neighbor in the neighborhood, by name or by street.  
Some of the volunteers help her to check the new residents on a street and to correct 
old listings.  Everyone in the neighborhood received a copy of the new 2016 Directory 
this past Spring.  If you do not have one, please let us know. 
 
One note of caution, however:  this Directory is prepared as a convenience to each of 
you.  It should not be used for any form of solicitation or marketing.  Doing so could 
threaten our 501(c)(3) charitable organization tax status.  It should also not be shared 
with anyone outside the Village. 
 
The Directory of Services:  Another directory, “Burning Tree Village Directory of Service 
Recommendations,” is sent to all residents every few years.  It is a compendium of the 
local service companies or providers, listed alphabetically by profession, that were 
recommended by neighbors who have used these services.  The intention is to help 
people find reliable services in the area.  Our last Directory of Services is dated 2013 and 
needs to be updated.  To do this, we will need volunteers to take one page or two of the 
old directory and call the services listed to see if they are still in business.  The call for 
volunteers for this particular job will be sent out very soon.  
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Resident Database:  Much work was expended last year to compile a complete 
database of all our residents, a critical tool for the Board so that we can communicate 
with the whole community.  We hired a student to update and complete the database, 
which now incorporates the Melody Lane area and which will be managed by one of our 
volunteers, Gaby DeLeon. 
 
Distribution Network:  All these flyers and directories and reports and announcements 
that appear magically at your door and in your mail slots arrive thanks to the legwork of 
our distribution network, our volunteers who are assigned to a street or a number of 
streets.  Thank them if you see them in the exercise of their duties.    
 

TRANSPORTATION - VILLAGE RIDES 

Through a federal grant to the Jewish Council for the Aging, the Senior Connection and 
various departments of Montgomery County, Village Rides has established a volunteer 
ride coordination system in villages across our County that provides escorted, door-to-
door transportation seven days a week when rides are needed and volunteers are 
available.  The program provides a centralized process to match volunteer drivers with 
transportation requests.  We have 14 active drivers in Burning Tree Village, who 
attended one of four orientation sessions in Winter 2015-16. These drivers were 
screened and their backgrounds checked.  Our drivers were covered by insurance via 
the Jewish Council for the Aging until July 2016, but they are now covered by insurance 
paid by Burning Tree Village.  Refrigerator magnets with the telephone numbers for 
Village Rides were distributed this year to our residents for their convenience in finding 
the number to call.  Again, if you want a magnet, call Jane Meleney Coe, who is the 
Village Rides coordinator for our Village.   Call her also if you want to be a volunteer 
driver, or need a ride once in a while or on a regular basis. 
 
We can see through the numbers of rides that are listed in our quarterly reports how 
our residents were slowly encouraged to request more and more rides:  From April to 
June 2015, only 6 rides were provided to 2 riders by 2 volunteers (4 to medical 
appointments and 2 for shopping);  from July to September 2015, 8 rides provided to 1 
rider by 2 volunteers for shopping excursions;  from October to December 2015, 20 
rides provided to 3 riders by 4 volunteers (12 for medical and 8 for shopping);  then 
from January to March 2016, 28 rides provided to 4 riders by 7 volunteers (18 for 
medical, 8 for shopping, 2 personal); and from April to June 2016, 28 rides provided to 3 
riders by 6 volunteers (20 medical and 8 for shopping.) 
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DIRECTORS’ HANDBOOK 

A comprehensive Handbook for the use of Directors and Officers was prepared in 2015 
by Lisa Sams. It contains our mission statement, list of Board of Directors, proposed 
calendar for the year, explains how to plan an event and what the director “on-call” 
does.  Every month, one member of the Board is “on call” to respond to phone call 
requests, keep a list of RSVPs for any coming event, or direct the caller to the right 
person for the service requested or the volunteer opportunity offered. 
 

SERVICE DAY EVENT 

In September 2015, Burning Tree Village participated in the National Day of Service by 
joining Manna Food drive, which ran from September 1 to September 14.  Manna Food 
provided us with bins and signs, and we printed 800 fliers and distributed them door to 
door.  There were 10 drop-off locations, and we collected 130 lbs. of food of estimated 
value of $2,000 to be donated to Manna Food. 
 
We are planning to participate in the Community Service Week on October 16 to 23, 
2016. The plans have not been finalized yet for this year. 
 

SOCIAL GATHERINGS 

On October 23, 2014, we had a session called “Coffee, Tea and Burning Tree” at the 
home of Wendy and Allan Williams to socialize and explain how to get involved in our 
various clubs and volunteer activities. 
 
On February 22, 2015, we planned to have a Pre-Oscars Champagne & Chocolate Party 
(with real Champagne!).  Unfortunately, there was a snow storm that day and we had to 
cancel. (Yes, what happened to the Champagne?...) 
 
On April 17, 2015, we offered a Single-Malt Scotch Tasting at Amy and Rick Rider’s 
home, which was enjoyed with great gusto and fostered a feeling of fellowship by all 
participants. 
 
On May 13, 2016, a luncheon to thank our volunteers was held at Wendy and Allan 
Williams’s home.  About 20 volunteers attended. 
 
On May 16, 2016, a cocktail party to thank our volunteers who work during the day was 
held at Michael Polis and Rhoda Barish’s home for 27 volunteers.  A great time was had 
by all. 
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On September 18, 2016, we had A Fall Affair, a neighborhood celebration, at the home 
of Louise Piver to bring our neighbors together and get to know new neighbors.  It was a 
great success and over 50 neighbors came and enjoyed the party. 
 

ANNUAL EVENTS 

Memorial Day Walk 

One of the most successful events of each year has been the Memorial Day Walk, which 
started in 2009 as a memorial walk for Barbara Filner, one of our founding members 
who died that year.  Every year, the Walk is advertised by flyers distributed to all, e-mail 
announcements, and elegant street signs posted at various street corners.  (This year, 
some of our signs disappeared, and if you find them, please return them to Amy Rider; 
they are expensive.)  About 40 or 50 people gather in front of Burning Tree Elementary 
School, socialize for some time while enjoying the refreshments, and take off on either 
the slow walk or the long walk, with babies in strollers and dogs on leashes.  We had the 
Memorial Walk on May 25, 2015 and on May 30, 2016.  A very enjoyable time every 
year. 
 

 
Memorial Day Parade 2016 
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Fourth of July Parade 

The 4th of July Parade, a longstanding neighborhood tradition, was revived this past 
year.  On July 4, 2016, Burning Tree Village had a parade from Winterberry Court to the 
park next to Burning Tree Elementary School.  About 100 neighbors of all ages (and their 
pets) celebrated together with appetizers, refreshments, desserts and games.  The 
Rescue Squad usually leads the parade, barring any last minute calls as happened this 
year, but there were many enthusiastic children, parents wheeling strollers, bicycle 
riders, and a newly sworn-in U.S. citizen who led the parade instead!    

 
BTV 4th of July Parade - 2016 
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EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL EVENTS 

The first educational event was presented by Dr. Susan Milstein, of Milstein Health 
Consulting, on October 31, 2014 at Fox Hill Senior Condominiums, on “Sex After Sixty: 
The Facts of Older Life.” 
 
A very successful session on “Family History Basics” was held on January 11, 2015 at the 
home of Kim and Anne Golightly.  It was well attended and everyone felt it was too 
short.  A second session on Family History is being planned. 
 
On November 1, 2015, the Washington Men’s Chorus, headed by the former director of 
the Yale Russian Chorus, gave a concert at the Bannockburn Clubhouse, where both 
villages, BTV and NAN (Neighbors Assisting Neighbors) of Bannockburn were invited.  
 
On April 17, 2016, a seminar on Medicare and what you need to know about it was held 
at the home of Iris and Frank Kesterman.  It was conducted by Kevin Dougherty and was 
very informative. 
 
 

GROUPS AND CLUBS 
 

Several interest groups have been formed throughout the years: 

The Garden Club:     It is our very oldest club.  It was founded around 1968, long before 
Burning Tree Village was formed.  Its formal name is the Cohasset Home and Garden 
Club, probably because the founders lived in the Cohasset area (Sebago, Cayuga et al.)  
In those days, the members were listed by their married names, with first name in 
parentheses. (They probably also wore white gloves when going out.) They wrote a 
formal constitution in 1977, and the first Wine and Cheese neighborhood party was held 
on October 13, 1979 at the end of Cayuga (where we are going to have ours on October 
9, 2016!)  Wendy Williams is now the president; call her if you want to join. 
 
 
The Lunch Bunch:   One of our most successful clubs.  On the third Friday of each 
month, eight to twelve ladies (and a gentleman or two now and then) have lunch at a 
different restaurant, which has been scoped ahead of time by Ona Bunce.  Ona took 
over from Jean Stringham, who retired this year after several years of masterfully 
directing this club.  All participants report that they look forward to this time together 
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every month.  Rides to the restaurant are provided if needed.  Everyone pays their own 
bill. Call Ona Bunce if you want to come. 
 

 
The Lunch Bunch 

 
 
The Knitting Club:  Also meets once a month, at the home of one of the participants.   
Six or seven ladies bring their knitting, crocheting or embroidery and they work at their 
hobby while chatting and trading the news of the day.  Wendy Williams is in charge, call 
her if you want to join. 
 

 
The Knitting Club 
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The Men’s Group:  The Men’s Group started in the Spring of 2015 and has met 
somewhat regularly in members’ houses.  The host chooses the discussion topic and 
provides refreshments.   
 
The Caregivers Support Group:   It was also started in the Spring of 2015 by Naomi 
Greenwood, a social worker, and met a few times at her house.  The purpose was to 
give support to long-term caregivers by talking through the problems they encounter. 
 
The Movie Club: This group only met a few times in Spring 2015.  There was not enough 
interest to pursue this club at the time.  A new coordinator may want to pick up the 
program if there is any interest. 
 
The Arts Group:  Started in Summer 2016, this group plans to meet monthly at the 
home of one of the participants.  It was started by Ellen Schwab and the first session on 
origami met in July 2016. 
 

OUR WEBSITE 

Our website was totally reconstructed this year by Wendy Williams’s son and 
granddaughter. It is maintained and updated by Rhoda Barish.  If you want information 
about BTV or want to keep up with our everyday doings, please go to 
www.burningtreevillage.org. 
 

BTV BROCHURE 

Our brochure was also updated and revamped this year.  It is usually offered at our 
educational seminars or social events to explain the role of BTV in our community and 
to give pertinent phone numbers. 
 

PLANNED PROJECTS 

We are hoping to re-start the Movies Club, and perhaps form a Book Club and a Bridge 
Group.  A neighborhood-wide yard sale was held for the first time this Fall, and we hope 
to repeat this.  Various subjects for possible future educational seminars are being 
discussed:  another Family History seminar; a talk on Library Outreach; a seminar on 
Important Papers: What Do You Keep, What Do You Shred;  Staying In Your Home, Or 
Going:  Modifications That Might Enable Staying; and a session on Health and Yoga Plus 
Meditation.  And we invite you, the reader of this report, to suggest to us some subjects 
of interest to you. 
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OUR EXPENSES 

As you know, Burning Tree Village services are free to all, and we have no dues, because 
we do not want resource constraints to be a barrier to participating or receiving 
services.  However, we do have expenses, which sometimes recur every year and which 
you may not know about.  These include, for example: 
 

- Printing costs for brochures, directories, flyers and annual reports 
- Insurance for our volunteers and directors and Village Rides drivers 
- Events costs, such as refreshments, paper plates, cups, signs, etc. 
- Website expenses – designing, maintenance 
- Annual cost of maintaining our trademark name 
- Dues for our membership in umbrella or sister associations:  WAVE (Washington 

Area Villages) and BCC (Bethesda-Chevy Chase Area Villages)  
- Postage and office supplies 

To pay all of these expenses, we depend solely on voluntary contributions.  If you like 
what we have been doing the past two years, or even the past eight years, please be 
generous and send a check payable to “Burning Tree Village, Inc.”, c/o Amy Rider, 8404 
Beech Tree Road, Bethesda, MD 20817.  We are a 501(c) (3) corporation and 
contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
 

 
Amy Rider, BTV Treasurer 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

  

FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS OF DEC. 31, 2014

Balance Sheet as of Dec. 31, 2014 Profit and Loss for Period January 1 - December 31, 2014

ASSETS Ordinary Income/Expense

Current Assets Income

Checking/Savings Direct Public Support

PNC checking 11,464.65 Gifts in Kind (Donated copies & promo matls) 1,194.00

Total Checking/Savings 11,464.65 Individ, Business Contributions 7,020.50

Total Current Assets 11,464.65 Total Direct Public Support 8,214.50

TOTAL ASSETS 11,464.65 Total Income 8,214.50

LIABILITIES & EQUITY Expense

Equity Operations

Unrestricted Net Assets 8,727.49 Bank Charges 8.00

Net Income 2,737.16 Membership Dues 35.00

Total Equity 11,464.65 Mgt and  Office Support 2,605.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 11,464.65 Postage, Mailing Service 49.00

Printing and Copying 388.03

Supplies 511.59

Website 50.11

Total Operations 3,646.73

Program Expense

Food Drive 10.00

Memorial Day 538.99

Volunteer Outreach/Appreciation 87.62

Total Program Expense 636.61

Other Expenses

1,194.00          

Total Other Types of Expenses 1,194.00

Total Expense 5,477.34

Net  Income 2,737.16

Offset of  Gifts in Kind(copy servicecopies & 
promo matls)
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS OF DEC. 31, 2015

Balance Sheet as of Dec. 31, 2015 Profit and Loss for Period January 1 - December 31, 2015

ASSETS Ordinary Income/Expense

Current Assets Income

Checking/Savings Direct Public Support

PNC checking 9,613.69 Gifts in Kind (Rent - Bannockburn) 410.00

Total Checking/Savings 9,613.69 Individ, Business Contributions 1,385.45

Total Current Assets 9,613.69 Total Direct Public Support 1,795.45

TOTAL ASSETS 9,613.69 Total Income 1,795.45

LIABILITIES & EQUITY Expense

Equity Operations

Unrestricted Net Assets 11,464.65 Bank Charges 12.00

Net Income -1,850.96

Total Equity 9,613.69

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 9,613.69 Membership Dues 35.00

Office Support 80.00

Postage, Mailing Service 14.70

Supplies 67.80

Website 400.84

Total Operations 2,456.34

Program Expense

Road signs to advertise programs 360.00

Single Malt 205.00

World Chorus at Bannockburn 215.07

Total Program Expense 780.07

Other Expenses

410.00             

Total Other Types of Expenses 410.00

Total Expense 3,646.41

Net  Income -1,850.96

Offset of  Gifts in Kind (Rent - Bannockburn)

Insurance - Liability, D&O, suppl auto for                             
volunteer drivers

1,846.00
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LIST OF DONORS 

Here is a list of those who have made donations to Burning Tree Village since mid-
September of 2014 when the last list was published in our 2014 Annual Report.  Thank 
you to all our wonderful neighbors, friends, businesses and organizations who have 
donated money or in-kind products or services.  We are grateful to you who continue to 
support our mission through your donations and volunteerism.    

[NOT POSTED ON WEB] 
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Burning Tree Village, Inc. 
Bethesda, Maryland 20817 

240-389-3829 
 

www.burningtreevillage.org 


